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Subj= REPORTING REQUl REMENT FOR OIL DISCHARGES FROM ptm::R 
CONTINENT AL SHELF NPDES-PERMIITED SOURCES 

1. On 18 September 1997. mcmbe~ of the Offshore Operators Committee met with district Slt1f'f 

and the conummding officm of the coastal marine safety of.fices to discuss the oil discharge 
rcponing requiremenrs for National Point Disdwge Elimination Systein-permined sources in 
coastal waters. 1£ was ag.rccd by all in attendance that Section J 11 of the Clean Water Act does 
not define oil disclulrges from NPDES-permined sourc1:3 (whether the system i:s opcr.tting 
correctly or not) as reportable oil discharges. This conclusion is supported by Commandant 
O~cisions on Appeal. The attendees agreed rhat the proper policy is for sources to fq)Ort 

discharges in violation of their NPDES-permitted process~ to the Environmental Prolcclion 
Ai;~ncy and Mineral Management Service (if 1.ppropriate) and not to the Coast Gua.rd. 
Discbnrge3 of oil r~ulting from other activities not part of a NPDES pro1:ess will st.ill be 
rcponed to the Coast Guard National Response Center. 

2. In order to institute this a.gn:ement. commanding officers shall invcstigaLe an repom of 
discharges from OCS facilities at which time the operator must provide ~ufficiern explan1uion ro 
establish that the dlschlll'ge was the result ofa NPDES process. Having ascertained that the 
discharge is from a NPDES source. the marine safety office shall tenninate the inve~tigation and 
note that it has been referred tor.PA under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. This po licy is 
limited co discharges from OCS facilities in the Eighth District. 

3. If you need infonnation or nssismnce. please call CDR Slanton. Chief. Marine R~sponsc 
Branch nt 504-589-3656. 
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